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A cirular path structures and provides access to Ouerbett
Park, which s surrounded by heterogencous builings and
pastures. Crossing th parkfom north o south s thelite
KaylStream, accompanied by  second pth.

The Green Centre
Ouerbett Park

Redesigning Ouerbett Park in the small town of Kayl in
Luxemburg created a versatile public open space providing
opportunities for relaxation, play and sports.

E ‘mbedded in the cultural landscape of the Kayl Valley in the south of

Tétange,the 2.5
hectare O i link. Withits new
& in 2008, i
on h i b
Kayl. Bei pub-
this size, Ouerbett ised spatially and

1o provide, besides areas for sports,leisure and play,a venue for events.
The design response by WW+ architektur + management and wich
architekten to these requirements is as understated as it is good: a zigzag
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zones. y
of the park's edges beyond the path, whose quality as peaceful places for
relaxing away from the action unfortunately did not receive the same de-
sign attention s the livly centre.

“The lattr features play and sports areas and a broad open lawn with

ppl
Ttis i preserved stand of old ash-t

poplar (Lirk Inthesouth, designed
i path. With

limbing, swingi liding clements it offers overlapping play
experiences for children of different ages. Next to the path it is bordered by
concrete benches, on the park side by flowerbeds. The field for ball games,
situated in the west, was already completed before the park, because it was
funded by grants. Although it s in the place the architects integrated into
the design concept, it lacks a design connection. But fortunately this only

i ise high-quali impression.

In the southern part of the park stands the restaurant pavil-
fon with a Corten steel facade. Beginning at that point s a
custom-designed playground strip,from which rse Robinia
tree trunks with swings, lides and nets.



Another structuring element of the new open space s the Kayl Stream
which crosses the middle of the park from south to north and has a sec-
ond main path running next to it. This path leads from the northern en-
trance right to one of the parks central elements: the Pavillon Madeleine
operated by Luxemburg’s star chef Lea Linster. In its just 220 square me-
tres,the 4.50-metre-high cube with a Corten stel facade contains every-

taurant need: pen-concept kitchen Lea

Linster wanted: guests are supposed to experience how thelr mea s pre-
pared. The proposal to integrate gastronomy into the park came from the
architects and proved to be a good idea because this way the park is busy
into the evening hours.

So that the Kayl stream no longer represents a barrier the way it did
when there was only one bridge before the park was biilt, two new foot-
bridges cross it now. Their Corten steel railings repeat the perforated pat-
tern of the pavilion's facade. They are illuminated at night, which makes
them look ik red-hot steel fresh from the blast-furnace. In fact, steel is the
predominant material in Ouerbett Park. A total of 55 tons went into its con-
struction and was used meticulously all the way down to the smallest de-
tail, such as the refuse bins. Particularly the rusty red colour of corroded
Corten steel dominates the design. For WW+ and wich architekten, one
reason for choosing this material was the industrial history of Luxemburg.
‘The small country with a population of just 500,000 was one of the major
steel producers of Europe in the 19th century. The plentiful iron ore de-
posits in the south of Luxemburg, however, could long not be utilised
tffn:nll) It was not until 1886 that the Englishman Sidney Gilchrist

the way for yby developing th
eponymous process for eliminating phosphorous from iron ore. But it was
also the durability and robustness of the material that was decisive for the
planners, especally for the prevention of vandalism.

Already at the two new entrance squares, large Corten steel leters spell
the name of the park and greet visitors, thus drawingattention to the place,
which is recessed from the street. With the two small squares, the planners
succeeded in creating the desired opening of the park towards the town.
Benchesalso made of Corten stel frame the zigzagged squares on oneside
cach. The Corten steel en-

displays the Pavillon i
setinto it. With Lea Linster’s ishes, it entices people into the park.

With few but precisely man-
aged to develop Park Ouerbett intoa variously usable green centre for Kayl
which fully meets for. e.And
with the planned urban development between Kayl and Tétange at the

latest, the park will also be the green centre in geographical terms which it
already represents in design terms now.

The raiings of the new footbridges across the Kayl Stream
are also made of Corten steel epeating the perforated pat-
ter of the pavilon’ facade. They seem o glow red-hot
when illaminated at night.
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